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Approaching Lincoln

Self-Made Man

Illinois Lawyer

Party Leader



The Structural Logic of the Declaration
Argument


Evidence


Conclusion



STRUCTURE



Logic of the Introduction:

We All Know This is True
All Men created Equal
God gave Them Rights
We have Rights to Life, Liberty, Happiness
Governments are supposed to guard Rights
Governments that take Rights Away Can Be Changed
We MUST Change our Government



STRUCTURE

Evidence:
Complaints
against the

King

Conclusion

Argument



















POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY





The Problem of Slavery



















Approaching the Problem

Self-Made Man

Illinois Lawyer

Party Leader



Solving the Problem: The Declaration

1850 Compromise


Kansas-Nebraska Act


Dred Scott Decision


Douglas Debates


Cooper Union Address



Declaration as Universal Principle
Freedom of Labor & Fruits of Labor
Equality cannot be limited to some
Liberty needs redefinition
Slavery must be on road to elimination



The Republican Party

Free Land


Free Soil


Free Men

A Coalition Party

Old Whigs


American Party


Abolitionists


Northern Democrats



Lincoln as President

Leave Slavery as it is

Gradual Abolition

Relocation of Slaves

Sudden Abolition in some areas



Gettysburg Address



The Logical Demands of the Declaration

Constitutional Amendment



The Logical Demands of the Declaration

Constitutional Amendment



The Logical Demands of the Declaration

“The Second American Revolution”









Next:  Designing the Declaration, part three

From Reconstruction to MAGA and beyond
Saturday August 22, 2026  1:30 pm
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