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First Continental Congress, 1774




Lexington & Concord,
April 1 /7D




Second

Continental Congress,
1775
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]n : E— George Washington



January, 1776

Declares colonies in rebellion

Sends troops, including
mercenaries, to restore order

George 111
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COMMON SENSE;

ADDRESSED TO THE

INHABITANTS

§: U B R Cx T

I. Of the Origin and Defign of Goveroment in general,
with concife Remarks oo the Eoglith Coaflitus0a,

II. Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succeflion,

111, Thoughts on the prefent State of American Affiirs,

IV. Of the prelent Ability of Americs, with fome mife

cellaneous Refledlions.

Mian knows no Maller fave cening Hiavan,

Or thefe whom choice aad common good ordain,

PHILADELPHIA;

Printed, and Sold, by R. BEL L, ia Third-Sireet.
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Breeds Hill (Bunker Hill),
June 1775
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Colonial Referendums
become State Revolutions
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Virginia Resolution, May 1776
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TRUCTURE
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R b CONGRESS, Jury 4, s
A DECLARATION

By ras REPRESHN TATIVES or TaE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Ixn GENERAL CONGRESS ASSEMBLED.

HE N in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes nrr-!f.ry for one People 1o diffolve the Political Bends which have s e
with another, sad to alfeme among the Fowers of the l_-.;:lh. the feparate and equal Swatien to which the Lawsr of Natare and of
Nature's God entitle thezn, & decent Refped to the Opinions of Mankied requires that they (hould dechare the caufes which impel them
o the Scparation, -

“Life, Liberty, and
Happiness”

" ho e 4 TN ! " U T3 ~ : -
. ‘ehalicnable Righes, that among , abd the prinefs— 5 fecarsthels R Gos
indbitated amonyg Méa, denvi dm'br‘jhu& Powers from the Confent of the , that whenever any Form of G o | ights, w';:
Ende, it io the Right of the 10 alter oe to abolith it, and to isflitute new Government, liying it Foundstion on fuch Principles, and eepanizing
ity Powers in foch Forny, as 1o them (hall foem modt likely to ettt their Satcty and Happinels. Prodence, indeed, will diddate that Goveroments long' eb
tblifhed (hould pot bo changed for light and tranfient Canfes; and sccordingly all Expericnce hath thewn, that Mankind are more difpoded 10 fuffer v.f‘u;(
Evils sre fufferable, thes toright themiclves by sbalithing the Forms to which they 3re accuftomed.  Bat when a Jong Train of Abufes tad l."ur_‘":"":' n"‘m.
ing invariably the fime Objedt, evinces 3 Defign to reduce them under abfodete Defpatifen, it is their Righe, it is their Daty, 10 throw off ILA?; G:' (t“"l ne
and peovide sew Goards for their future Secunty, Such has beon the patient Safferance of thele Colomies ; #nd fach is mow the Necoffity which L.‘L.,,'
them to alter their former Syltems of Government, The Hiftory of the grefent King of Great-Britaln is & Hifbory of repeated Injuries and Ulfarpations, all
havine in dire® Obisd the Bitablithment of an ablolute Tyraany over thefe Sties.  To prove this, ket Falls be fubmitred to 2 candid World, RN e

Complaints
against the
King

TIR DN (STUICTH TIE8 JUIKIH GO dMmey Shew Pirvte = srweesneiie wiie Thenaioa prose re s paegie e :
Tl has forbidden his Governoes to pafs Laws of immediste and pretling Impoctance, unlefs fafpended in their Operation till Ms A%:at thould be obtsined
and when fo fulpended, bo bav utterly nt%lt\'kt' to attend to them, \ :

He has cefiied to pals other Laws for the A(wmmghban of large Difttills of People, alefs thofe People woald relinquith che Right of Reprefentation in
the Legillature, » lhs?n ineftimable to them, and 1!'(“’1!&’!!‘!(‘ to Tyrants unlvy. ‘ A

He has called rogether Legiflative Bodscs at }'iun unafual, uncomfortable, aod difdant from the Depofitoey of their public Records, for the fole Parpofe of
fatiguing them into Complunce wath hl‘l Mealures, : 3

He has diffolved Reprefentative Houles repeatedly, for oppaling with masly Firmach his Invafions on the Rights of the People.

He has tefafed for 2 long Time, after fsch Didoluticns, to cause others lr-’.-:bdcsml i whereby the Legiflative Powers, incapable of Annibilation, have re-
turned to the Peogple at large for their exercife, the State remaining in the mesn tinme expoded to all the Dangers of Invalion from without, and Coavalons within

He has endeavoured to peevent the Population of thelo Seates 5 for that Purpode ob@rulting the Laws for Nataralization of Foreigners ; refaling o pafe others
10 encourage the'r Migrations hither, and rmfing the Conditicns of new Appropeiations of Lands, :

He has obdlralled t?w Adeiniftration of Jultice, by refafing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers

He ha made Judges dependent an h.-.l.“v’ill akane, P:.f the Tenure of their Ofices, end the Amount and Paymest of their Salaries

He s eenited 2 Moltitude of pew Offices, 2nd jent hither Swarma of Officers to harrads our People, and cat oot their Subflance.

i has & smong at, in Times of Peaco, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legillatures.

He has aff d o render the Military independont ot and fopurior to the Civil Power.

He has combined with others to falje us to a Jusrifdiftion forcign te our Condlitation, 18d enzcknowlelged by cor Liws giving his Affent to thelr Ads of
protended Legillation :

For quartcring large Bodies of Armed Troops amoog us: . 3

Fox protetting them, by 3 mock ‘T rial, from Pasilhment for any Marders which they (hould comnsit on the Inhabitanty of thefe States ¢

For cutting off our Trade with dll Pares of the Waoeld :

Fox impofing Texes on ts without our Confent :

Fox depriving vs, in mady Cafes, of the Beaefits of Trial by Jury

For tranfporting e begond Scas to be tried for pretended Offences :

Fox abolithing the froe Syflem of Englith Laws in a ncighbouriag Province, eflablithing therein an arbitrary Government, snd enlarping its Bouadasies, fa
23 to render it 3t once an Example and fit Inftrament for intercdacing the fame ablolure Rale into thefe Colonses - . <

Fox tiking away or Charters, abolithing cer moft valmble Laws, and altering fundamentally the Formw of our Governmants :

Fon fufpeading our own Legiftatarcs, and declaring themiclves iavelbed with Power to legillste for us in all Cafer whatfoever,

Hs has abdicated Government here, by declaring s out of his Protoftion and waging War agsindl us

He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coslls, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our Pesple.

M s, at this Time, tranfpoeting large Armics of foreign Mercenaries o compleat the Works of Death, Defolation, snd Tyraany, already begun with cir
camftances of Craelty snd Perfidy, fcarcely paralicled in the molt barbarcss Ages, sad totally uawerthy the Head of 3 civilized Nation. 7 958

H & hus conftrined onr fellow Citizens 1akon Captive on the high Scas to bear Armw agaiait their Country, 10 become the Executioners of their YR
Heethren, of to fall thesniclves by their Haods. svend

H & has excited domeftic Infurreltions amoo oft us, md has (’néﬂ'll)lf.fd 1 bring on the Ishabitasts of our Fromtiers, the mervilels Iodian Sevages whofe
knovwn Rule of Warfare, is an usdiftinguifbed lSt:hv.‘lum. of all Ages, Scxes and Coaditions. ages,

= . ~ . . ra T TS T — .
In cvery fage ol m:.i ()“'5\_L f1002 W2 have Penitioned Sof K..lrt;- 1| e mu l.l "“mr,"' ferms : Qur R;'-'J:rd Tetitzon: have heen 1nfwered c-n!y by repeat-
ed Inlary. A Prince, whofe € haratter s l.hu- marked by every ak which may detine a Tyrant, & uafit to be the Roler of 2 free I'eople. -
N ox have we been wanting In Atteations to our Botith Becthrea,  We have warned them from Time o Tiene of Atteeapes by their Logiflatare to extend

- " . S an

wnwarrsatable Jarifdaflion over us, We have remiaded them of the Circumftances of owr Emigratson 2ol Scttlemsent hete We have appe aled to their netive
. ’ . - . . - " 3 ™ . . dlive
loftice and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Tia of osr common Kindred to difavow thefe ( furpations, which, wonld imevitsbly intes repe cer

Cosnalisat and Coer ""‘“)“‘k noe. 11\(}' oo have beety deaf to the Voice of ' lxce and of ('A"\ungr"v“n_ We mutt, |||rr(r‘.". xy sicke in the Neceflity, whi X
" « 3 ! 3 SUSY, wincl
L = " old them., a3 we hold the reft of Maskind, Encmies in War, is Poasce, F 3 -

R

Virginia Resolution

ar S 2
Wr, therefore, the fentatives of the UNITED STATTES OF AMERICA, in Gewsnar Cowne :
ruh‘m; 1o the Supremse of the World for the Redtitude of our Intettions, do, in the Name, snd by Authority of the good P"’?‘: :“:ﬁ“:‘émbkd. z
emnly Pablils and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, mdo()hfluwgtt'n be, Frxe Axp Inoxrewonenr STAaTES; that they ace
ahfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all politicsl Connection between them and the State of Great- Britain, i and oupht 10 be teshly dii-
folved ; andthates Frerzr Axo INDEPRENDENT STATEY they have full Power 10 levy War, conclude Pesce. contra® J\Hn’-cn efl bt
Commerce, and 1o do all other Afs and Things which INoErPENDENT STATES may of rightdo.  And for the fuppart of xbull):xl-r-n-.m ‘ " .
e Reliance on the Protetisn of divine Providence, we murually pledge tocach otber cur Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred Honee, e Dotk

Sigwed by Opprrasd v Benavre of the Concagss,




Introduction

In Congress, July 4, 1776

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of
America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for
one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected
them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth,
the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel
them to the separation.



Main Argument

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and
to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long
established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly
all experience hath shewn, that mainkind are more disposed to suffer, while evils
are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably
the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is
their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new
Guards for their future security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of these
Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their
former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is
a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts
be submitted to a candid world.



Logic of the Introduction:

We All Know This is True

All Men created Equal
God gave Them Rights
We have Rights to Life, Liberty, Happiness

Governments are supposed to guard Rights

Governments that take Rights Away Can Be Changed
We MUST Change our Government




Logic of the Introduction (reversed, staring with GOAL):

We MUST Change our Government
Governments that take Rights Away Can Be Changed

Governments are supposed to guard Rights

We have Rights to Life, Liberty, Happiness

God gave Them Rights
All Men created Equal

We All Know This is True




Main Argument

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and
to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long
established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly
all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils
are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably
the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is
their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new
Guards for their future security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of these
Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their
former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is
a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts
be submitted to a candid world.
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HE N in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes mecelfary for one People o diffolve the Political Bands which have connedied the

with another, aad to affeme smong the Fowsrs of the Earth, the feparate and equal Swation to which the Laws of Natere and :::
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Complaints
against the
King
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e has forbidden his Governoes to pafs Laws of immediste and prefling Impoctance, walets {afpended in their Operation till Ms A%at thould be oStsined
and when fo fulpended, be hax utrerly ntﬁ;k\’!:d to attend vo them, 3
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He has cefiied to pals other Laws for the A(xocl\m-.be)u ul‘ large Difleills of People, ualefs thofe People woald relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
the Legiflature, a Right inecftimable 1o them, and formidsble to Tyrants unly.
He has called rogether Legiflative Bodics at Places unafual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofitoey of their public Records, for the fole Parpafe of
fatiguing them into Complunce with his Mealures,
He has dificived Reprefentative llc_mleg rqxunf‘._v'. for o;\,’-oﬂn_g with masly Firmaohi his Invafions on the Rights of the People.

He has tefafed for a long Time, after fuch Difoluticns, to caude others tobe eledted ; whereby the Legiflative Powers, in apable of Annibilation, have re
turned to the Peogle at large for their exercife; the State FEIDESnIRE W the mesn time expoded to all the Dangers of Invalion from without, and Convalé .ru with |.
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10 encourage the'r Migrations hither, and rafing the Conditions of new Appropeiations of Lands, b g o pai Wt

Hr has obdlrated the Adenimiitration of Juftice, lv'v-rd!uxn}_: his Affent 10 Laws for eitablithing Judiciary Powers

He haa made Judges dependent on his Will akane, for the Tenure of er Ofices, and the Amount and Paymest of their Salaries

He s ereitad 2 Moltisude of pew Offices, 2nd Jent hither Swarma of Odficers to harrads our People, and cat oot their Subflance.

ik has kept among uy, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, withcut the confent of our Legillatures

Hi has affefted 2o reader the Military indepeadont of and faperior to the Ciyil Power.

He has combined with others to falyect us to 2 Jurifdi®on forcign to our Condlitution, 18d enxcknowledged by cor Laws giving bis Afient 1o their Ads of
protended Legillation :

For quartcring barge Bodies of Armed Treops m'.c-‘-{ sl

Fox protetting them, by 3 mock Trial, from Pasillunent 1or any Marders which they (hould commit on the Inhabizanty of thef

For cutting off our Trade with all Pares of the Woeld ¢

Fox impofing Texes on ts without our Confent :

Fox depriving us, in mady Cafes, of the Beaefits of Trial by Jury

For tranfporting e beyond Scas to be tried foe pretended Offences

Fox abolitneg the f.'-:cvS‘vﬂcnvn of Eoglith Laws in a neighbouniag Province, eftablithing therein an arbitrary Government, snd enlarging its Bouadacics, fa
23 to render it at once an Example and it Inftrament for inteodacing the funse ablolute Rale into thefe Colonses ¥

Fox taking sway our C‘urt(r-.' abolithing cor moft valaable Laws, aad altering fundamentally the Formw of our Governments

For fufpeading our own Legittarares, and declaring themielves invelbed with Power to legillste for us im all Cafer whatfoever.

Hs has abdicated Government here, by declaring s out of his Protoftion and waging War agsindl us

He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coslls, burnt our Towns, and daftroyed the Lives of our Pesple,

Hels, &t mJ' Time, tranipoeting large A.-m.:.—" of !_urngu Mercenaries o complear the Works of Death, Defolation, 2nd Tyraany, sleeady bepun with cir
cumftances of Craelty snd Perfidy, fcarcely paralicled in che moft barbarcas Ages, 3ad totally uawerthy the Head of 3 civilized Naton 7 58

H = has conftmined onr fellow Citizens 1akon Captive on the high Scas to bear Armw agaiait their Country, 10 become the Exec - . .
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Heetheen, of 1o fall themnclves by their Haods, of their Frends and

He has (,\\;'rd' doenettic lmunrllmm.unnﬂls':‘ us, md has m&nmfr.l to bring ()n‘l!tr Ishabitants of our Fromtiers, the mervilels Indian Savages, whofe
knevan Rule of Warfare, is an usdifliaguithed Delftraftion, of all Ages, Sexes and Coaditions. .
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Wr, therefore, the Roprefentatives of the UNITED STATSES OF AMERICA, in Gewenar Covensss, Afmbid. an
pealing 1o the Supreme Judpe of the World for the Reélitnde of our Intenticas, do, in the Name, snd by Authoricy of the pood Peosle of v"w)';- Ol T
Jemnly Pablills and Declare, That thefe Unised Colomies are, and of Rightought to be, Free Axp Ixpsrexveny 8 r;\ RpteRE .,.' vt s
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Connection between them and the Stare of Great- Beitain, i and P 1ght 10 be ',lv‘;', .
folved ; andthates Frezr Axo IxpereNDENT ST ATES they have full Power 10 levy War, conclude Peace cn-.x.‘»':'\[l“..;,"‘ '..\;L )
Comimerce, and 1o do all other Afs and 'rh,.lc, w‘\";h IXDEPENDENT STATES may of fl‘.f.‘ll do. And for the |‘;.' it of 1l .’U' ].,.,.'. . ,“ ,.” .
i Reliance on the Prote&isn of divine Providence, we mutually pledge toeach otber cor Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred Plosas oy Ry SR

Sigwed by Opprrasd v Benavre of the Concagss,




“Complaints Against the King”

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public
good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance,
unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people,
unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant
from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into
compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his
invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected;

whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at
large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of
invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing
the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their
migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for
establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the
amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass
our people, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our
legislatures.

Refused to sign bills for Housing, Healthcare.

Kept House out of session.

Immigration restriction, birthright citizenship.

Supreme Court rulings.

DOGE, ICE



“Complaints Against the King”

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power. New Military orders, regulations

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, Russian Election interference.
and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended
Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: ICE & Border Patrol attacks

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they
should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: Tariffs

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury: ICE Deportations
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province,
establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to
render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule
into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power
to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging
War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the
lives of our people.




he has waged cruel war against human nature itselr,
violating it's most sacred rights of life & liberty in the persons
of a distant people who never offended him, captivating &
carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur
miserable death in their transportation thither. this piratical
warfare, the obrium of infidel powers, is the warfare of
the CHRIST I8 of.Great Britain. determined to keep
open a market w uld be bought & sold, he has
prostituted his negative%or gup ng every legislative
attempt to prohibit or to restraidthi, ble commerce: and
that this assemblage of horrors mi no fact of
distinguished die, he is now exciting those very people to rise
In arms among us, and to purchase that liberty of which he
has deprived them, & murdering the people upon whom he
also obtruded them; thus paying off former crimes committed
against the liberties of one people, with crimes which he
urges them to commit against the lives of another.
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HE N in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceifary for one People o diffolve the Political Bends which have conneded them
with another, sad to affeme smong the Fowers of the Earth, the feparate and equal Swation to which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature's God entitle thesn, & decent Refpedt to the Opimicns of Mankied requires that they (hould declare the caufes which imoel them

. h img e

1o the Scparation, -

Logic of Rebellion

Wa hold thele T ruchs 10 DE el -cvident, LHAL B NITH GIC Croated equar, TSt They arc cndowed Dy (helr Creator with certain
whalicnable Rights, that among thele are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit of Happioefie-That to fecure thefe Rizhts, Governments afe
jaftitated among Méa, derviag their jult Powens from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Gorernment becomnes deftroftive .:'9.‘\1rr{,
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them to alter their former Syfems of Government, The Hiftory of the groient k”'ﬁ of Great-Britalm is 2 Hittory of lCP'-'l't'l Injuries and U4 Iwp ety 3
havine in dired Ohisft the BitabYitument of an ablblute Tyranany over thefe Sties.  'To prove this, let Falls be fisbmitted to 2 candid Waorld. l S T
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Complaints
against the
King
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e has forbidden his Governoes to pafs Laws of ivn—nru‘.iuc'and preling Importance, walels fafpendod in their Operation till Ms A%t thould be et
and when o fufpended, be bax utrerly negleted to attend to them, \ ) " :

He has cefiied to pals other Laws for the Accommedation of farge I)u\.n.'l- of People, ualefs thofe People woald relinguith che Right of Reprefentation
the Legilature, a Kight incftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only, . X

He has called together Legiflative Bodses at Places unafual, uncomfortable, aod diffant from the Depofituey of their public Records, for the fole Parpole o
fatiguing them into Complusnce with h|_| \lu.lu.'n; ; } :

He has diffoived Reprefentative Houles repeatedly, for oppaling with masly Firmach his Invafions on the Rights of the People.

He has tefuled for a long Time, after fech Didoluticns, to caule others torbe eletted ; whereby the Legiflative Powers, in spable of Annibilation, have re-
turned to the People at large for their cxercife; the State remaining in the mesn timme expoded to all the Dangers of Invalion from without, and Convalfons within

He his endeavoured 1o peevent the Population of thele .\'cuzf s for that Purpode obfrulting the Laws for Nataralization of Foreigners ; refuling o pafe others
10 encomrape the'r Migrations hither, and rafing the Conditicns of new Appropeiations of Lands, ;

He has obdlratted the Adeniniftration of Juftice, by refufing iy Affent 10 Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers

He has made Judges dependent on his Will akone, !'w_ the Tenure of their Offices, end the Amount and Paymest of their Salaries

He s eenited 2 Moltitude of pew Offices, 2nd jent hither Swarma of Officers to harrads our People, and cat oot their Subflance.

3k has kept ameng ur, in Times of Peaco, Standing Armies, withcut the confent of our Legillatares

Hy has affefted to reader the Military indepeadont of and faperior to the Civil Power

He has combined with others to falject us t0 a Jurifdiftion forcign to our Condlitation, :8d enxcknowledged by car Laws ) giving his Afent to thelr Al of
protended Legillation :

For quartering large Bodies of Atmed Troops amoag us: ¢ .

Fox protetting them, by a mock Trial, from Puasilhment for any Marders which they (hould comnsit on the Inhabizanty of thefe States +

For cutting off our Trade with ali Pares of the Woeld «

Fox impofing Texes on ts without our Confent : 5

Fox depriving vs, in mady Cafes, of the Beacfius of Trial by Jory

For tranfporting o beyond Scas to be tried for pretended Oficnces
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Fox abolithing the free Syflem of Eoglith Laws in a ncighbouriag Provinee, eftablithing therein an arbitrary Government, snd enlarping its Bouadacics, fa
£3 to render it 3t once an Example and 6t Inftrament for intecdacing the famse ablolure Rale into thefe Colonses : s gl
Fox tiking away our Charters, abolithing cor moft valaable Laws, aad altering fundamentally the Forew of our Governments
Fox "l..(k»_hr/."-u! own Legiltatares, and docliring themielves invelted with Power to legillste for us in all Cafer whatfoever
Hs has abdicated Government here, by declaring e out of hi Proteftion and waging War agsianfl us
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coulls, burnt our Towne, and deftroyed the Lives of our Pesple,
Hx bs, at this Time, tranipoeting large Armics of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolation, snd Tyraany, slresdy bepun with cir
camftances of Craelty snd Perfidy, fcarcely paralicled in the molt barbarcss Ages, sad totally uawerthy the Head of 3 civilized Nation. o :
H = has conftmined onr fellow Citizens 1akon Captive on the high Scas to bear Armw agaiait their Country, 10 become the Executioners of their YT
rethren, of 1o fall thesniclves by their Haods, rhend
H £ has excited doeseftic Infurre@ions smongft us, and has endeavoared t bring on the Ishabitants of our Fromtiers, the mereilels Indian B
Lnevwrn Rule of Warfare, iz an usdiflinguithed Deltraftion, of all Ages, Sexes and Coaditions. v

Our attempts (Parallel)

In every fage of thele Upprethons we have PErItione] J0F IRCUrcis 10 1IE motl Bambe Terms : our repeated Petitzon: have been 1afwered only by repeat-
ed Inkary. A Prisce, whofe Charatber is thus marked by every sk which may define a Tyrant, s uafit to be the Ruoler of 2 free 'eople. TSN N

N ox hare we been wanting in Ameations to our Botith Beethren Ve have warned them from Time 1o Tiene of Atteonpes by their Logiflatare to extend
enwarrsatable Juri@sflion over us, ‘We have remisded them of the Circumiftances of cor Emigration and Scttlemsent hete. ' We have Af":.llrd to v.‘:r:;. nA tive
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Tia ¢ £ osr common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, would n':uwn'.!vi-. Inte -’-‘ .
Coanedisasand Coerefpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity. We muft, therefore, acquicke in the Necetfisy v!. h
Leameas gus Sensrarion. aod hold them., a3 we hold the reft of Maskind, Encmses in War, is Poace, Friends T e/ aienain

Virginia Resolution

Wr, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in Gensnar Coveonsss, Afmbled -
rol'mg 1o the Suprewse of the World for the Refltitude of our Intentions, do, in the Name, snd by Authoricy of the good Peogle of thefe Col h_;, >
emnly Pablils and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, ;ndoﬂhfluwght.n be, Frxe Axp Inoxrewonenr STAaTES; that they ace
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all politicsl Connection between them and the Stave of Great. Beitaln, i and ought to be toeshly dii

' diandthatas Frer Axo InperexpENT ST ATES they have full Power 10 levy War, conclude Peace, contrséd Alliances. eflsl b
C meeee, aAnd "" lo all other Afks ‘_"’" Things whic | x b x ¥ s :' 2 5 Be. .“’ ATEs mayot f'.‘f‘.‘l do. _And for the luonast of this Declaration, with »
firmn Reliance on the Proteltisn of divine Providence, we mutually pledpe tocach otber cur Lives, cur Fortunes, and our ficred [Honee.

Sigwed by Opprrasd v Benare of the Concugpss,




Traditional Toast:
“We pledge to each other our Fortunes and our Lives.”

Communal, Societal

Honor

Fortune

Life
Personal
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For Further Reading: myhistorynotes.com

* Text of the Declaration

* Original Text of Declaration draft

* Text of other Colonial Declarations

* Text of Declaration parodies

* Articles and books on the Declaration






