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Reading a Historical Document

* To learn about the past


* To reflect on the present


* To stimulate imagination and thinking



Common Sense published in Philadelphia,  
January 10, 1776

January, 1776

Boston Massacre, six years old

Boston Tea Party, two years old

Lexington and Concord, nine months old

Battle of Bunker Hill, seven months old

The “Olive Branch” petition, six months old





Introduction to the Third Edition  
February 1776

PERHAPS the sentiments contained in the following pages, 
are not yet sufficiently fashionable to procure them general 
favor; a long habit of not thinking a thing wrong, gives it a 
superficial appearance of being right, and raises at first a 
formidable outcry in defense of custom.


Who the Author of this Production is, is wholly unnecessary 
to the Public, as the Object for Attention is the Doctrine itself, 
not the Man. Yet it may not be unnecessary to say, That he is 
unconnected with any Party, and under no sort of Influence 
public or private, but the influence of reason and principle.




Society vs Government
the castaway argument

The English Government
King & Peers vs Commons
The Problem of Kings



WHY attack the King?

Colonial Argument:

Parliament for England,  
Colonial Assemblies in America.

Parliament has overstepped, 
King should see this, help Colonies.

Argument of Common Sense:

King is the worst part of gov’t!



Distinction in Society

The Pride of Kings
the immorality of Kingship

The Evil of Hereditary Succession
“an ass for a lion”
the origin of the present kings
the origin of English Kings

“Yet I should be glad to ask how they suppose kings came at first?” 

The Business of the King
In contrast to a republic



“In the following pages I offer nothing more than simple facts, plain 
arguments, and common sense . . .”

We are driven to the point of war and union or disunion: 
So let us compare dependence and independence.

The ARGUMENTS — “as some say . . .”

The men in favor of continued union . . .

The arguments for separation

The case for independence NOW

A Model for Government



The present time is the best time

Arguments about the British Navy

The need to declare independence
(for foreign assistance)



Common Sense published in Philadelphia,  
January 10, 1776

KING GEORGE declared colonies in rebellion,  
orders up foreign mercenaries to fight.

. . . also on January 10, 1776 . . .



An APPENDIX added  
in later reprinting

Basically summarizes 
and doubles down



Thomas Paine





* To learn about the past


* To reflect on the present


* To stimulate imagination and thinking

REVISITING COMMON SENSE



https://myhistorynotes.com/



Next Time: Saturday, Feb 28, 2026

Lewis and Clark  
in the  

Geopolitical West


